A Message from the Principal:
Tena Koutou Katoa. We welcome you to Waiouru Primary School and trust that you
have a rewarding and fulfilled association with our school. Waiouru is a vibrant
community where the focus on student learning and success is paramount. Parents,
teachers and students work together with energy and a joint commitment to ensure
every opportunity is taken to enhance the learning environment of the school. We
create for our students a learning environment that is caring, creative and
challenging. We are proud of our school and we hope you will find this information
useful when enrolling your child and use it for quick reference during your days at our
school. We ask that you take an active interest in your child’s progress as we
believe close home/school contact and cooperation is essential in providing the best
possible outcomes for your child.
Marama Stewart
Principal
Waiouru Primary School

Ruapehu Road
Waiouru 4826

Ph:06 3876860
Fax:06 3876129

office@waiouru.school.nz
www.waiouru.school.nz

Description Of Our School:
Waiouru School is a state, co-educational full-primary school for pupils from
Years Zero to Eight. The school is centrally located between Taihape and
Ohakune in the North Island of New Zealand’s central plateau. Waiouru
township is the home of the New Zealand Army and is a major military training
camp. Waiouru Military Camp provides at least 90% employment for our
community in both military and civilian roles. We are also fortunate to regularly
welcome families of the military forces from our Pacific Island neighbours, for
two year placements in Waiouru. This programme of exchange enriches our
cultural environment and relationship with the New Zealand Army.
Support provided by the New Zealand Army has significant advantages for
Waiouru School with a wide range of support facilities available to our
students. These include recreational facilities, sports fields, tennis and squash
courts, gymnasium and indoor swimming pool.
Waiouru School is situated on Ruapehu Road in a modern building completed
in 2011. The previous, now demolished, school buildings were over seventy
years old and at their peak housed over 1200 pupils. With the down-sizing of
the Waiouru Military Camp and reduction in student numbers, it was deemed
that the construction of a new building would be more economical than the
refurbishment of the old buildings.
Our school building is fully weather-protected with a large covered “Learning
Street” connecting six classrooms, student toilets and library. The bottom of
the “Learning Street” opens to a well equipped modern play area, with an
excellent adventure playground and basketball court. The top of the “Learning
Street” opens to the gallery, with the administration block, teacher resource
room and staffroom at one end, with the large school hall, additional student
toilets and storage room at the other.
Classrooms are built in pairs with connected teacher withdrawal spaces, wet
rooms and computer spaces. Students have access to a plethora of modern
ICT equipment within a secure wireless network, including desk top
computers, Apple iPads and MacBook Airs.
Our Mission Statement:
To develop students who strive to achieve, are instilled with a lifelong passion
for learning, a sense of community, and who persevere in the face of
adversity.
Vision Statement:
“Growing future leaders and learners with Mana”.
Waiouru School School Motto:
Ekea tō tāpuhipuhi – Climb to the highest peak, strive for success.

Our School Values:
Waiouru School students will be encouraged to value our Code of Mana:
Passion for Learning/ Arohatia te mātauranga:
We use curiosity, imagination, and innovation to open our minds to new ideas,
and situations.
Citizenship/Tangata Whenuatanga:
We are proud of our community, contribute to its development and wellbeing, while celebrating our diversity.
Leadership/Hautūtanga:
We can be leaders no matter how old we are! Leaders make positive choices
and display Mana.

The Habits of Mind:
“Habit of Mind” means having a disposition towards behaving intelligently
when confronted with problems. Employing “Habits of Mind” requires a
composite of many skills, attitudes, cues, past experiences and proclivities. It
is our goal to embed these “Habits of Mind” into our school curriculum and
teaching pedagogies. We see these “Habits” as a means to enable our
students to lead their own learning. We are currently in the first stage of this
process – becoming fluent in the language of The Habits of Mind.
The Habits:
Persisting; Managing Impulsivity; Listening With Understanding and
Empathy; Thinking Flexibly; Thinking About Thinking (Metacognition); Striving
For Accuracy and Precision; Questioning and Posing Problems; Applying Past
Knowledge to New Situations; Thinking and Communicating with Clarity and
Precision; Gathering Data through All Senses; Creating, Imagining, and
Innovating; Responding with Wonderment and Awe; Taking Responsible
Risks; Finding Humour; Thinking Interdependently; Remaining Open to
Continuous Learning
The Habits of Mind give learners of all ages and stages a framework for autonomous, lifelong learning.
They show us how to behave intelligently, independently and reflectively.

New Entrant Information
•
•
•

We need to site the child’s birth certificate to legally enrol a child in any
school in New Zealand (only 5year olds)
We have to legally keep an immunisation data base for all school
children
In New Zealand any child can legally start school at the age of 5.
Those under 5 can only attend with a parent/caregiver

General information
Bell times
9.00 - 10.30 Learning
10.30 –11.00 Interval
11.00 - 12.00 Learning
12.00 - 12.30 Lunch
12.30 - 1.30 Learning
1.30 – 1.50 interval
1.50 – 3.00 Learning
On the last day of every term we close at 2.00pm except the last day of the
year when we close at 12.30pm.
We
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

sell the school stationery at competitive prices
can order the school uniform for you
have an account system to lessen the financial burden on parents
have lunch order options 5 days a week
have a web site and face book page with up to date information
school donation is $10 a term
use a txt service to keep you updated

Absentees
If your child is sick or unable to attend school for all or part of the day, please
phone the school by 8.45a.m. so that your child’s absence can be accounted
for. This is most important to alleviate any concerns about your child’s
whereabouts. If no communication has been received from parents then a
member of the office staff will contact you by telephone. If an absence is
planned for a special reason, a note or telephone call to the school in advance
is appreciated. In cases of prolonged absence, prior warning can enable work
to be set or the dates of special class events changed.
Accidents and Sick Children
A reasonable stock of First Aid items are kept at school. All first aid
administered will be recorded in the Blue First Aid Register. Ice packs are
kept in the school freezer in the staffroom. Children may help themselves to
ice packs but must inform the teacher that they have been used. If the
principal is concerned about a student’s condition, parents will be
contacted. If deemed necessary by the principal and staff, children will be
sent home if unwell or injured. Parents will always be informed if a child
receives a blow to the head on the day of the incident. Children will not be
given paracetamol, aspirin or any other medication without expressed
parental permission.
Behaviour Management:
Here at Waiouru Primary School we strive to create an atmosphere that is
caring, respectful and comfortable for all. We actively encourage children to
be responsible for their own behaviour. A ‘step system’ is used for dealing
with children who choose not to be responsible. Parents are informed and
involved in the management of their child’s behaviour. Alongside this a

reward system is used by the teachers. Children who consistently show
initiative and responsibility are encouraged by the teachers and their efforts
given positive emphasis. For more information please refer to the Promoting
Positive Behaviour Policy and Procedure on the school website
Bikes and Other Wheels:
Children from the age of eight years are encouraged to bike to school as part
of a healthy and active lifestyle. All children who ride their bikes, or use other
wheeled toys such as skateboards and roller blades at, to and from school
must at all times wear an approved helmet and footwear.
Book Club:
Approximately twice a term children are able to order reasonably priced books
for their own book shelves through the Scholastic Book Club
scheme. Parents are requested to send the correct money to school along
with the order form. Books are usually received two to three weeks after the
orders close.
Children’s Toys and Games:
We prefer children to leave their toys and electronic equipment at home
unless asked for a specific purpose e.g. Teddy Bears’ Picnic. This helps to
avoid incidents of upset children because their toys and electronic equipment
have gone missing or have been broken. If games and sports equipment are
brought to school, the owners are responsible for the care of their
property. The school is always grateful for the donation of games and sports
equipment that are in reasonable condition and are no longer used at
home. These can be used as wet weather games inside the classroom.
Communication with Parents:
Dialogue with parents is encouraged as this is beneficial to the understanding
of the child and how they learn. We have an open door policy and parents
are welcome into the school at any time. Parents should contact the school
immediately if issues or problems arise.
Appointments
If you would like to see the Principal, please call the school office 06 3876860
to make an appointment or just call in. Marama would love to see you.
Accounts
If you prefer to pay your school account via automatic payment, pay by
installments or by internet banking:
The school’s BNZ bank account number is: 02 0760 0003597 000
Name: Waiouru School BOT
As reference for our bank statement, please state your child/ren initial and
surname
Our GST number: 16-755-947
Primary Technology Programme (Manual):
Year Seven and Eight children attend the technology programme at Ohakune
Primary School.
Home Learning:
In the junior classes reading is the most important aspect of schoolwork
carried on in the home. Children have ‘Reading Logs’ and home readers
which come home most but not every night. Parents/caregivers sign the
‘Reading Log’ and can make a comment as to whether the child enjoyed the
story. The child and parent should read the story together. Further up the

school, reading may not be ‘set’ but we would hope it would be an established
part of the child’s normal life pattern. Emphasis will change to include learning
mathematics tables, spelling words and collecting information for class
discussion and written work.
Inside Behaviour at Lunchtime:
On wet days pupils may remain inside the school. Children have a range of
activities they may choose to occupy their time with.
Brain-Food Breaks:
Students are encouraged to bring a healthy brain-food snack to school to be
eaten during the long morning session. This may be one of the following
items: fruit or vegetables, plain popcorn (no powdered sugar or salt), plain
unroasted nuts (no salts or flavours), or a piece of cheese.
Headlice:
These are an inevitable part of school life, with some children’s hair being
more susceptible than others, no matter how clean. If you discover that your
child has headlice, please let us know so that we can send out a general
notice to all parents asking them to check heads. The notice includes what is
available at the chemist to combat lice, and the cost of these treatments.
Dental Care:
Several times a year the mobile dental clinic visits Waiouru Primary School. If
the dental nurse find that extra work needs to by completed, parents will need
to transport children to the Taihape Dental Centre for dental care. Ph # 063889245
Library:
Waiouru Primary School is fortunate in having a library available to children
both for class periods, at lunch hours and 3–4pm Monday-Wednesday. The
school also supplements the library with long term loans from the National
Library of New Zealand.
Lost Property:
Please name your children’s clothing. Any lost property will be placed in the
basket in the Learning Street. At the end of each term, unclaimed non uniform
items will be taken to Threads for re-sale. Unnamed uniform items will be kept
and on sold at the school office.
Newsletters:
The school newsletter is done on Thursdays. To conserve paper we prefer to
send this via email. Copies of the school newsletter can also be accessed on
the Waiouru Primary School Website, Facebook page and PTC app.
Facebook:
Our school has a Facebook Page. This is an excellent way to keep in touch
and informed of the latest happenings at Waiouru School.
Questions/Concerns:
Small worries or concerns dealt with in the earliest instance are always more
easily resolved than those allowed to ‘build up’ over a period of time. If you
have any worries about your child at school, please communicate in the first
instance with the teacher concerned. If you feel that the matter needs to be
taken further, please contact the Principal who will provide advice on what
should be done next.

School Trips:
Day trips to cultural and sporting events are also taken through the
year. Parent transport is used and occasionally a bus.
Sending Money to School:
It is sometimes necessary to send money to school to pay for extra items
such as book clubs, etc. Please send this in an envelope clearly marked with
the child’s (or family) name, and details of what the money is for. If at all
possible please send the correct change. Cheques are most acceptable and
in all cases should be made out to Waiouru Primary School and crossed ‘not
negotiable’.
Smoking:
It is illegal to smoke in the school grounds and buildings.
Special Needs and Abilities Pupils:
Individual programmes are developed to meet the needs of these students.
Sports Uniforms:
Pupils are expected to wear the school uniform while representing the school
at any event sporting or otherwise. These can be purchased through the
school.
Vehicles in the School Grounds:
Parents are asked not to bring their cars into the school grounds
between 8.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m. if possible. You will appreciate the need for
safety at these times.
Snow days
We are fortunate to live in the unique and stunning environment of the Central
Plateau. We are blessed with a remarkable landscape with access to two of
New Zealand’s busiest ski fields. However, one of the down sides of this area
is that during the winter terms (mostly term three) we may need to close for
snow days. Snow Days occur when the snow is so heavy it settles or
threatens to settle on our roads making it too dangerous to drive. As most of
our teachers, relief teachers and many of our students live out of town there
may be times when it is too dangerous to drive. School Leadership bases
their decisions around school closures with the advice given to us by the local
police and NZTA, in particular in regards to State Highway 1 South of Waiouru
(towards Taihape) and State Highway 49 (towards Ohakune). If these roads
are closed, it is highly likely that we will be closed.
If weather conditions prove to be too dangerous we must follow advice to
close. Waiouru School will send out a txt, send an email, advertise on our
Facebook page, leave a message on our phone and school website. Please
do check these sources of information when there is a heavy snowfall.
If snow worsens during the day, we may have to close, enabling teachers,
staff, and students to return home safely. If this happens, staff who live in
Waiouru will monitor children until collected by you or your designated
caregiver.
We will do our utmost to remain open. However, you will need to remain
flexible and prepared for the unexpected.
NOTE: Snow days can also be one of the highlights of living in Waiouru. Grab
your gloves and snowman accessories and make the most of the day.

Website:
The Waiouru Primary School website is the best way to see current learning
and teaching and to access any additional information not provided by this
booklet.
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Waiouru School Digital Cybersafety Agreement
Section A:
Section B:
Section C:

Introduction
Cybersafety Rules for Students
Cybersafety Use Agreement

Instrutions for parents*/caregivers/legal guardians
•
•

Please read sections A and B carefully. If there are any points you would like
to discuss with the school, let the school office know as soon as possible.
Discuss the cybersafety rules with your child.

* The term ‘parent’ used throughout this document also refers to caregivers and legal
guardians.
Important terms used in this document:
1. (a) The abbreviation ‘ICT’ in this document refers to the term ‘Information and
Communication Technologies’
2. (b) ‘Cybersafety’ refers to the safe use of the Internet and ICT equipment/devices,
including mobile phones
3. (c) ‘School ICT’ refers to the school’s computer network, Internet access facilities,
computers, and other school ICT equipment/devices as outlined in (d) below
4. (d) The term ‘ICT equipment/devices’ used in this document, includes but is not
limited to, computers (such as desktops, laptops, PDAs), storage devices
(such as USB and flash memory devices, CDs, DVDs, floppy disks, iPods,
MP3 players), cameras (such as video, digital, webcams), all types of mobile
phones, gaming consoles, video and audio players/ receivers (such as

portable CD and DVD players), and any other, similar, technologies as they
come into use
5. (e) ‘Objectionable’ in this agreement means material that deals with matters such
as sex, cruelty, or violence in such a manner that it is likely to be injurious to
the good of students or incompatible with a school environment. This is
intended to be inclusive of the defini4on used in the Films, Videos and
Publications Classification Act 1993.
Additional
information
www.netsafe.org.nz/au

can

be

found

on

NetSafe’s

website

Section A: Introduction
The measures to ensure the cybersafety of Waiouru School outlined in this document
are based on our core values.
The school’s computer network, Internet access facilities, computers and other
school ICT equipment/devices bring great benefits to the teaching and learning
programmes and to the effective operation of the school.
Our school has rigorous cybersafety practices in place, which include cybersafety
use agreements for all school staff and students.
The overall goal of the school in this matter is to create and maintain a cybersafety
culture which is in keeping with the values of the school, and legislative and
professional obligations. This use agreement includes information about your
obligations, responsibilities, and the nature of possible consequences associated
with cybersafety breaches which undermine the safety of the school environment.
All students will be issued with a use agreement and once signed consent has been
returned to school, students will be able to use the school ICT equipment/devices.
The school’s computer network, Internet access facilities, computers and other
school ICT equipment/devices are for educational purposes appropriate to the school
environment. This applies whether the ICT equipment is owned or leased either
partially or wholly by the school, and used on or off the school site.
The school may monitor traffic and material sent and received using the school’s ICT
network. The school may use filtering and/or monitoring software to restrict access to
certain sites and data, including email.
The school may audit its computer network, Internet access facilities, computers and
other school ICT equipment/devices or commission an independent forensic audit.
Section B: Rules for Students (to keep safe)
These rules will help us to stay safe when using ICT at school:
1. I cannot use school ICT equipment until my parent/s have signed my enrollment
form and agreed to these rules.
2. I can only use the computers and other ICT equipment for my schoolwork and only
with a staff member’s permission.
3. I can only go online or use the Internet at school when a staff member gives
permission and an adult is present.
4. If there is something I’m not sure about I will ask my teacher or another member of
staff.
5. I will not use the Internet, email, mobile phones or any other ICT equipment to be
mean, rude, or unkind about other people. This includes not using these devices
for objectionable purposes.
6. I will not tell anyone my password.
7. If I find anything that upsets me, is mean or rude, or things I know are not
acceptable at our school, I will:
1. Not show others
2. Turn off, or minimise the screen and
3. Get a teacher or another staff member straight away

8. I must take good care of any ICT equipment/devices I bring to school to support
my learning. This includes things like mobile phones, iPods, cameras, laptops
and USB drives.
9. I will ask my teacher or another staff member’s permission before I put any
personal information online. Personal information includes:
1. Name
2. Address
3. Email address
4. Phone numbers
5. Photos.
10. I will be careful and will look after all our school lCT equipment by:
1.Not being silly and playing around with it
2. Following our school cybersafety rules
3. Telling a staff member about anything wrong or damaged.
11. I understand that if I break these rules the school may need to tell my parent(s).
Section C: Student Use Agreement Form
To the parent/caregiver/legal guardian, please:
• Read this page carefully, to check you understand your responsibilities under
this agreement
• Sign the appropriate section on the enrollment form and return to the school
office
I understand that Waiouru School will:
• Do its best to enhance learning through the safe use of ICT. This includes
working to restrict access to inappropriate, illegal or harmful material on the
Internet or school ICT equipment/devices at school, or at school related
activities
• Work progressively with children and their families to encourage and develop
an understanding of the importance of cybersafety through education
designed to complement and support the use agreement initiative. This
includes providing children with strategies to keep themselves safe in
cyberspace
• Keep a copy of this signed enrollment form on file
• Respond to any breaches in an appropriate manner
• Welcome enquiries from parents or students about cybersafety issues.
My responsibilities include:
• I will read this cybersafety use agreement document
• I will discuss the information with my child and explain why it is important
• I will return the signed enrollment form to the school
• I will support the school’s cybersafety programme by encouraging my child to
follow the cybersafety rules, and to always ask the teacher if they are
unsure about any use of ICT
• I will contact the principal to discuss any questions I might have about
cybersafety and/or this use agreement and I am welcome to do this at any
time.

Blanket Consent for EOTC
This information covers outings that may occur beyond the school site within the
local community. These may be activities that involve students walking, biking or
travelling by car within a thirty minute radius (ie: Ohakune or Taihape). These are
described in the table below in Category A, B and C in the Lower risk environments.
Education Outside The Classroom (EOTC) is the name given to all events/activities
that occur outside the classroom, both on and off the school site. This includes sport.
Our school believes in using a range of environments and experiences to enhance
our students’ learning.

We have ready access to the, rivers, mountains, and the bush in our area and
beyond. We are also close to various built environments in our community. These
areas are rich learning environments for our students both in and out of school. They
need to learn how to be safe. Our school also values the concept of providing
students with opportunities. Thus some of the learning for students occurs beyond
the school site and this document is seeking your consent for your child/ren to
participate in such learning The Ministry of Education’s EOTC guidelines identify
four EOTC activity types, each with recommended types of parental/caregiver
consent. In brief they are:
*Involves risk assessed to be greater than that associated with the average family
activity.
All EOTC activity categories require staff to undertake an analysis of the risks and
identify the management strategies required to eliminate, isolate and minimise the
risks. Emergency procedures are also in place.
Type of
event

Description

A

On site- in the school grounds

B

(i) Lower risk environments

(i) No consent sought or blanket consent

(ii) Higher risk environments*

(ii) Separate
programme

Off-site events in the local community occurring in
school time.
(i) Lower risk environments
(ii) Higher risk environments*

C

D

Type of consent

consent

for

each

event

or

event

or

(i) Blanket consent at enrolment.
(ii) Separate
programme

consent

for

each

Off-site events - finishing after school finishes
(i) Lower risk environments

(i) Blanket consent at enrolment.

(ii) Higher risk environments*

(ii) Separate
programme

consent

for

each

event

or

for

each

event

or

Off-site residential overnight events
(i) Lower risk environments

(i) Separate consent

(ii) Higher risk environments*

(ii) Separate
programme

consent

UNIFORM POLICY
Purpose
To celebrate our identity and culture as members of the Waiouru School community.
Guidelines
It is the policy of the Waiouru School Board of Trustees that all students wear the
Waiouru School uniform.
The uniform colours are navy and red.
Uniform items as per list over page.
The school uniform can be sourced from the Waiouru School Office.
Parents can purchase the uniforms on lay-by.
School uniform rules must not discriminate on the grounds of gender, race or culture.
Safety considerations are paramount when deciding what students should wear to
school.
Students representing Waiouru School outside of school must wear either their
school or sports uniform at all times (exceptions are to the discretion of the Principal).
Named Clothing
All uniform items must be clearly named.
Health and Safety
• Students may wear earrings that will not be caught while participating in sport
and other school physical activity (this is to the discretion of the Principal).
• A taonga Maori or one of religious significance may be worn under clothing. `

•
•
•
•

Long hair is to be tied back off the face, as a measure to prevent the spread
of headlice.
During Terms One and Four all students are encouraged to wear a sunhat
when outside during play and lunch times. Sunscreen will be made available
to all students.
During Physical Education students may wear suitable footwear and clothing
outside the normal uniform requirements (this is at the classroom teacher’s
discretion) - no alcohol advertising or offensive wording or pictures permitted.
Due to the extreme nature of the weather in Waiouru, children may wear
gumboots and other appropriate winter weather gear when outside on cold,
wet or snowy days.

Uniform
Boys
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Red short sleeve polo shirt
Red long sleeve polo shirt
Blue, Red or black skiveey
Navy polar fleece jacket
Navy polar fleece top
Navy polar fleece vest
Navy taslon trackpants
Navy cargo shorts and pants
Navy, grey, black or white
socks

Girls
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Red short sleeve polo shirt
Red long sleeve polo shirt
Blue, Red or black skiveey
Navy polar fleece jacket
Navy polar fleece top
Navy polar fleece vest
Navy taslon trackpants
Navy cargo shorts and pants
Tartan Culottes • Tartan Skirt
Tartan Skort
Navy, grey, black or white socks
Navy, white, tan, red or black tights

Sun Smart (Term One and Four) These items do not need to be uniform specific.
All items must be named. No alcohol advertising is to be visible. Items must be
removed inside classroom. These items are the responsibility of the children, the
school takes no responsibilities for any items which may be lost by the students.
•
•

A sunhat
Sunglasses

Winter and Cold Weather
Students may choose to wear these items of clothing during colder weather. These
items do not need to be uniform specific. All items must be named. No alcohol
advertising is to be visible. Items must be removed inside classroom. These items
are the responsibility of the children, the school takes no responsibilities for any
items which may be lost by the students.
A beanie
Gumboots
Scarf
Gloves
A winter jacket or coat
Slippers may be worn inside and in class.

